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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 7406 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, TH, LA 

SUBJECT: INCREASED HMONG REFUGEE INFLUX 

REF: BANGKOK 7324 

1 . TO FOLLOW UP ON THE RUMORS IN REFTEL, A REPRESENTATIVE 
FROM THE CONSULATE IN UDORN VISITED TWO DISTRICTS OF HONG KHAI 
PROVINCE MARCH 9 AND 10. THE DISTRICT POLICE CHIEF OF PHON 
PHISAI SAID THAT OVER 200 HMONG HAD ENTERED HIS DISTRICT 
BETWEEN MARCH 1 AND 9. THE DISTRICT POLICE CHIEF OF BUNG KAN 
SAID THAT 62 HMONG HAD CROSSED THE MEKONG TO ENTER HIS DIS- 
TRICT DURING THE SAME TIME SPAN. 

2. BOTH POLICE OFFICERS BELIEVE THAT MANY MORE HMONG WHO FLED 
THE PHU BIA AREA IN MID-FEBRUARY WILL ATTEMPT TO CROSS THE 
MEKONG IN THE NEAR FUTURE. ONE OF THEM CLAIMED THAT ABOUT 
1,000 HMONG HAD BEEN KILLED BETWEEN PHU BIA AND THE MEKONG BY 
VIETNAMESE TROOPS USING TANKS, LIGHT AIRCRAFT, 

ARTILLERY, AND GAS. 

3. THE SECOND LOCAL POLICE OFFICER COMMENTED THAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 BANGKO 07406 1 10535Z 

LPDR/SRV TROOPS KILLED 26 HMONG ATTEMPTING TO CROSS 
THE RIVER MARCH 7. HE HAS SIGHTED BODIES, OFTEN IN 
CLUMPS OF FOUR OR FIVE, FLOATING DOWN THE MEKONG PAST 
HIS POLICE STATION. THIS LOCAL POLICE OFFICER ALSO 
SAID THAT HE WOULD DO ALL HE COULD TO PREVENT FURTHER 
CROSSINGS OF REFUGEES INTO BUNG KAN DISTRICT. WHILE 
HE WOULD NOT ORDER HIS MEN TO SHOOT AT THEM, HE WILL 
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DIRECT THEM TO FIRE WARNING SHOTS IF THEY SPOT FLEEING 
REFUGEES, IN EFFECT, ALERTING LPDR/SRFV TROOPS ON THE 
OPPOSITE BANK OF THE RIVER. 

4. THE MAJORITY OF THE HMONG WHO HAVE SUCCESSFULLY MADE 
THE CROSSING TO THAILAND SINCE MARCH 1 HAVE GONE ONT 
TO THE NONG KHAI REFUGEE DETENTION CENTER. THE RTG 
THUS APPEARS TO BE ACCEPTING THOSE WHO GET ACROSS. 

WE HOWEVER, ARE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED OVER THE LOCAL POLICE 
OFFICER S STATED ATTITUDE (PARA. 3 ABOVE) AND ARE 
FOLLOWING UP ON THIS ISSUE IMMEDIATELY WITH THE UNHCR 
REPRESENTATIVE. WE HAVE ALSO INSTRUCTED OUR CONSULATE 
IN UDORN TO CONTACT THE NONG KHAI GOVERNOR OR ANOTHER 
SENIOR PROVINCIAL OFFICER MARCH 1 1 TO IMPRESS ON HIM 
OUR CONCERN OVER THE POLICE OFFICER'S STATEMENTS, 

POINTING TO THE DANGER OF TRAGEDY. BASED ON THE 
CONSULATE S FURTHER REPORT, WE WILL FOLLOW UP HERE. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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